
UMBC Theatre 

Spring 2021 Audition Announcement 

December 3 – December 5, 2020 

We hope that you will join us for our spring production auditions! Please read this entire 

message before signing up through the link at the bottom. 

What is this project? 

Everybody by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins 

About the play: This modern riff on the fifteenth-century morality play Everyman follows 

Everybody (chosen from amongst the cast by lottery at each performance) as they journey 

through life’s greatest mystery—the meaning of living.  UMBC Theatre returns to campus with 

this one-of-a-kind outdoor production celebrating community, love, and renewal. 

This will be an outdoor show that integrates physical distance, masks, and tag-team casting.  

Most rehearsals will be conducted in a hybrid manner, with some taking place on-campus and 

some taking place remotely via Zoom. Some roles may be designated as entirely remote / online. 

This production will follow University guidelines and procedures related to COVID-19. More 

information about the COVID-19 and UMBC can be found here: https://covid19.umbc.edu/. 

Who can audition? 

Any UMBC student registered for spring 2021 is welcome to audition. All BFA or BFA-

intending students (students who are interested in the BFA) are required to audition.  This 

audition also serves as an audition for the BFA.  Everyone who auditions agrees to “play as 

cast.”* This means that by auditioning you are committing to accepting any role, and are 

available for the rehearsal and production schedule for the play. These dates are outlined at the 

end of this announcement. 

If you are cast, you must register for the appropriate course and section (3 upper-level credits of 

THTR 390) and purchase the required edition of the play specified by your course instructor-

director. 

*In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is understood that some students who audition may 

have or develop COVID-19 related health concerns coming to campus to attend rehearsals and 

performances.  No student shall be compelled to attend rehearsals or performances if they have 

COVID-19 related concerns. However, if a student auditions and anticipates not being able to 

attend the in-person rehearsals or performances due to COVID-19 related concerns, it is 

advisable to provide notice via the Spring 2021 Audition Disclosure Form.  If a student 

auditions, is cast, and then develops COVID-19 related concerns during the semester they should 

immediately contact the course instructor-director to discuss alternative arrangements.  

 

https://covid19.umbc.edu/


Students required to audition that would like to be exempt from casting due to COVID-19 related 

concerns should contact Department Chair, Colette Searls at csearls@umbc.edu.  Questions 

about audition policy should also be directed to Department Chair, Colette Searls.  

The deadline for BFA students to contact the Department Chair, Colette Searls, with casting 

exemption requests is noon Monday, November 23, 2020.  

 General Auditions 

Thursday, December 3, from 7:00 – 10:00pm 

Online via Zoom – a link will be sent the day before 

What to Prepare 

Read the play thoroughly. The script is available via this Box link. Think hard about the world 

of the play and what part(s) you would hope to be considered for. Consider audition choices 

appropriate to that. 

Please prepare the following: 

● Juniors and Seniors – two contrasting pieces not exceeding 3 minutes; please choose 

from your favorite pieces that you’ve worked on recently. 

● Sophomores and Freshmen – one piece not to exceed 90 seconds; please choose from 

your favorite pieces that you’ve worked on recently. 

● You may use material you have auditioned with in the past so long as you have continued 

to work on it and it demonstrates growth and improvement. Naturally, you must have 

read the play the monologue is drawn from and considered the circumstances of your 

character, as well as the precise context of the monologue. 

Tips for Zoom Auditions 

Here are some things to keep in mind as you prepare your at-home audition: 

● Set up your camera so that you are framed from head to toe.  

● It’s okay if you don’t have a perfect filming set up. We aren’t worried about your 

background. Pick a spot where you aren’t too cramped so you can do your best work.  

● Make sure we can see you. We aren’t looking for professional studio lighting but set up 

near a window or in a room with good lighting so we can see your work. 

● Try to limit background noise. We understand if your dog barks or if a car honks, but see 

if you can find a relatively quiet spot for your audition.  

● Set your camera in one spot and keep it at eye level. No fancy camera work here. Find a 

table, a sturdy stack of books, a tripod, or a reliable family member to hold the camera 

steady for you. 

Callbacks 

mailto:csearls@umbc.edu
https://umbc.box.com/s/snx6g8vh8yv918l0t3u36s5xw5t5v022


Online via Zoom – a link will be sent out on the day of Callbacks 

After the general auditions are complete, actors who are called back will receive notification of 

when they are expected to attend. But all students should be prepared to attend the full three 

hours of callbacks in the meantime.  Any materials needed for the callbacks, such as sides 

(selections from the script), will be made available in advance. It is expected that you will have 

informed opinions about the characters and the world of the play and may need to prepare acting 

choices for multiple characters.  

 Friday, December 4  3:00p – 6:00p 

 

Production Information 

Everybody 

By Branden Jacobs-Jenkins 

Directed by: Eve Muson 

On campus and online, outside behind the PAHB (loading dock area) 

Casting Breakdown: 15-18 with the possibility of 3 voiceover roles (online). The play will be 

cast tag-team style. 

First Rehearsal: Monday, February 15 

Rehearsal Schedule: Monday – Thursday 7:00 to 9:00p; 2 evenings a week on campus in TRS 

(online roles attend digitally), 2 evenings a week online 

Outside Spacing Rehearsal: Saturday, April 10 (Sunday, April 11 rain date) 

Tech Week Begins: Wednesday, April 14 

Performances: April 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, May 1, 6, 7, 8 at 8:00p 

Strike: Strike will take place following the closing performance.  Therefore, the cast should plan 

to stay for an hour following the closing performance. 

Content Warning: There’s an indication of nudity in the script, but there will be no nudity in the 

show. 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Please go to here to for sign up information! 

https://theatre.umbc.edu/current-students/auditions/


Questions?  If you have any questions regarding specific auditions, you can email the directors 

at the email addresses below.  DO NOT REPLY or REPLY ALL TO THIS EMAIL! 

 Everybody: Eve Muson – ebmuson@umbc.edu 

 We look forward to seeing you at auditions! 

--  

Colette Searls 

Associate Professor and Chair  

UMBC Department of Theatre 

 

Performing Arts and Humanities Building 

University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

1000 Hilltop Circle, Baltimore, MD 21250 

(410) 455-2917 

mailto:ebmuson@umbc.edu
http://colettesearls.weebly.com/
http://theatre.umbc.edu/

