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Setting: Bly, A country estate in Essex

Warnings: This production includes the use of haze, fog, and strobe 
lighting. 

This performance will have a 10-minute intermission.



Director’s Note

I don’t like scary movies. There, I said it. When I’ve mentioned that in 
the past, I’ve usually been met with disdain and incredulous disbelief. 
“How can you not like scary movies?” I blame my older brother, who 
seemed to see scaring me out of my mind as his most noble and 
important pursuit in life. But even though I don’t like scary movies, I 
do like the feeling of being scared. Sometimes. And you do, as well.

The Turn of the Screw is particularly interesting because it is not your 
typical ghost story. Yes, the play certainly has themes of overcoming 
your fears, the impulses of survival, and what happens to some after 
they die.  But it’s also about friendship, betrayal, protection, grieving, 
and proving your sanity. It calls in to question some of the basest 
elements of human behavior, and puts them on full display through 
the lenses of two incredibly strong-willed women, and two absolutely 
precocious children. But the thing that truly makes this play tick, as 
well as the novella from which it is based, is such a simple thing that 
each and every one of us experience, struggle with, and try to avoid on 
a daily basis. 

Fear.

 It has been such a joy to work with these exceptional young artists. 
We are all richer for this experience together, and I sincerely hope you 
enjoy the fruits of their labors. I believe good theatre is, at its core, an 
examination of human behavior. And that’s why this play is relevant to 
all of us. After all, what’s more human than being scared?

Brandon McCoy 
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UMBC DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE At UMBC we believe that theatre is an ever-
changing art form, responding to and creating new ideas that 
confront our ethical, political, and artistic ideas and practices. 
Degree programs leading to an Acting BFA; a Theatre BA - Theatre 
Studies Concentration, or a Theatre BA - Design & Production 
Concentration provide students with the interdisciplinary skills to 
become actively engaged with their art and with the world around 
them. A dedicated faculty focuses on each student’s evolution as an 
artist and as a person, making the study of theatre at UMBC a 
life-changing experience that stimulates, challenges, and inspires.


